
Alison Világ is a sixteen year-old 

birder from Berrien County, Michi-

gan.  After she spoke about her ex-

periences as a young birder at the 

Indiana Audubon Society Fall Meet-

ing, we had a chance to ask her a few 

more questions! 

 

1. Tell me about how you started 

birding.  

My parents and extended family 

encouraged me to take an interest 

in many natural things from a 

very early age. Then, when I was 

six, my parents took me out to 

look for ducks ï and have regret-

ted that day since! Since my in-

fant sister was too young to ob-

ject to those early birding forays, 

I (successfully) begged my par-

ents to take me out in the field 

weekly. After seeing a Short-

eared Owl through my own bin-

oculars (a gift from Grandma), I 

was irreversibly hooked! Interest-

ingly enough, my parents are not 

ï nor have they ever been ï avid 

birders. Once they realized I was 

quickly exceeding their level of 

birding, my parents introduced 

me to the Berrien Bird Club, 

which was full of encouraging 

adults who were thrilled to have a 

young birder in their ranks. Kip 

Miller, president of the Berrien 

Bird Club, has been an out-

standing mentor to me since I was 

eight, providing me with cheap 

field trip transportation and a 

plethora of field references. 

Whenever I lead a field trip for 

the Berrien Bird Club, I canôt 

help but realize how fortunate we 

are to have such an excellent 

leader as Kip.  

 

2. What do you like most about 

birding? 

Seeing birds? Seriously though, I 

like the variability of birding ï 

when taking into consideration 

weather patterns and location, one 

can have a fairly good idea of 

what the possibilities are on any 

given day in the field. Yet one 

never knows exactly what they 

may discover. Finding a rarity ï 

especially one chaseable for other 

birders ï is very exhilarating. 

And unlike plants, which are rela-

tively stationary, rarities have a 

penchant for moving on - which 

makes chasing all the more capti-

vating! (And frustrating, as is 

often the case for meé).  How-

ever, in recent years, my very 

favorite aspect of birding has 

been leading field trips and guid-

ing. The challenge of finding a 

life bird for someone, then direct-

ing them to it and watching them 

gleefully observe trumps seeing 

the bird for the first time myself. 

Thereôs nothing like the feeling of 

knowing that you were an instru-

mental part in the process of 

someoneôs journey to a life bird. 

 

3. Tell me about your life list. 

How many species have you seen 

to date?  

To be honest, Iôm much more 

obsessive about my county list 

than my life list, though one 

could definitely say that I live to 

see new birds. Iôm just not that 

obsessive about numbers. Yet, I 

do try to keep better track of my 

life list when Iôm approaching a 

milestone. (Like currently, as Iôm 

looking to get 550 by early next 

yearé).  In early 2008, I was in 

south Texas and knew I was rap-

idly approaching my 500th life 

bird. Spotlighting Common Pau-

raques one evening put me at 499, 

so I went to sleep anticipating 

what my 500th might be. The next 

morning, we started at a resaca 

known for its population of Mot-

tled Ducks ï which was inexpli-

cablyé continued on page 4  
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Welcome to the Club! By Chad Williams 
IYBC Photo Quiz  

 

In each newsletter we will include 

3 photographs for you to try to 

identify.  Everyone who answers 

all 3 correctly will be entered in a 

drawing for a cool birding prize.  

 

The winner of this quiz will win a 

Kaufman Field Guide to Birds of 

North America.  

 

 

 

 

Itôs been a long time coming, but its finally here a club dedicated to Indianaôs 

young bird enthusiasts!  A club that will finally provide young birders from 2 ï 

18 a place to share their ideas, learn new things, bird with experienced birders, 

and to just have a good time birding and helping to protect the birds we love! 

 

The IYBC is the first of its kind in our state and is a part of the Indiana Audubon 

Society, Inc. - Indianaôs oldest conservation organization.  We are so excited 

about the opportunity to help young birders grow their knowledge of birds.  

Some of the benefits of the IYBC will beé 

 

¶ a quarterly newsletter, The WARBLER, that will be delivered electroni-

cally. 

¶ a membership card. 

¶ invitations to birding programs and events throughout the state. 

¶ an opportunity for young birders to write articles for The WARBLER and 

other IAS publications. 

¶ a chance to win prizes by playing our bird ID quizzes. 

¶ opportunities to help with conservation efforts that help protect birds 

and other wildlife, 

¶ and much, much more! 

 

Because we know that anyone reading this newsletter will want to help promote 

our new club, we will be sending this newsletter to all IAS members in addition 

to the newsletters they already receive.  In return, we ask that you pass this news-

letter along to those that might find it interesting and/or would like to join.  Adult 

IAS members may also sign on as Adult Sponsors at no additional cost; we just 

need your support.  Joining is easy.  Either join via our website 

(indianayoungbirders.org) or use the form on the back of this newsletter!  Letôs 

get out and bird! 

The IYBC would like to thank Scott Arvin for taking the time to create our first 

logo.  We are very appreciative of Scottôs efforts and realize that his time is very 

valuable.  He did an outstanding job! 

 

Scott chose the Cerulean Warbler, a 

migratory bird that actually nests in 

Indiana.  Known for its brilliant 

blue, black, and white coloration, 

the Cerulean Warbler is a favorite 

among birders across the Americas.  

This amazing bird travels an extremely long distance each year, back and forth 

between the eastern United States and its wintering home in South America.  It 

spends most of its time (like most warblers) hopping about rather rapidly looking 

for insects - its primary food source. 

 

Unfortunately, the Cerulean Warblerôs populations have been on the decrease 

mostly a result of destroyed wintering and nesting habitat.  If you would like to 

help the Cerulean Warbler and efforts to protect its habitat, please visit 

www.abcbirds.org. 

About Our Logo by Chad Williams 

Submit your responses by 

4/30/10 to 

iybc@indianaaudubon.org  

 

Winners will be alerted via 

email and also announced in the 

next newsletter.  Must be 18 

years or younger to be eligible. 
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Overview: 
The three species of mergansers that commonly occur in Indiana are Hooded, 
Common, and Red-breasted.  The only species that nests in Indiana is the 
Hooded, which spends the rest of the year in Indiana too.  Common Mergan-
sers spend the winter in Indiana and Red-breasted migrates through the state 
with some staying the winter.  The Hooded and Red-breastedôs peak migration 
date in Indiana is late March/early April in the spring and the middle of Novem-
ber in the fall.  The Common is hardier 
with its peak migration in Indiana occur-
ring in early March and late November.   
The males of each of these species are 
very striking and easy to identify, but the 
females can be much more difficult.  The 
distance from which some of these spe-
cies are seen can make the identifica-
tions even more difficult.   
 
Males: 
All three species can be identified with 
just a glance at overall color, and there 
are many field marks that will quickly 
identify them, too.  The Hooded is the 
smallest and darkest of the mergansers.  The Common is the largest and light-
est, while the Red-breasted is in between the two in overall color and size.   
 
Hooded:  The white crest bordered by black is very distinctive even at a great 
distance.  It can look much different when the crest is lowered, but the large 
patch of white on the head distinguishes it from the other two species.  Also, 
look for the orange sides and black spurs on the side as well as a completely 
black back.   
 
Common:  The white sides and chest of this merganser make identifying this 
bird easy at a long distance.  Along with the combination of a dark green head 
that can look black and a bright orange bill, this makes this bird very distinctive. 
 
Red-breasted:  The dark green head with a shaggy crest and reddish breast 
help to distinguish this species from the other two mergansers, as do he gray 
sides.  
 
Females: 
 
Hooded: The female Hooded is usually easy to identify even if at a great dis-
tance.  It is much more uniformly brown than the other two female merganser 
species and is much smaller.  The richer brown crest, long tail, and short dark 
bill with a light lower mandible all make this female merganser easy to identify. 
 
Common vs. Red-breasted: This is the real challenge when it comes to identify-
ing mergansers.  Both species have the same basic pattern with a gray body 
and a reddish head.  The Common has a deeper red head on average, but at a 
distance this can be hard to judge.  The pattern on the chin is very important.  
The Common has a distinct white chin patch while the Red-breasted has a gray 
or white chin that does not contrast with the throat, neck, or cheeks.  To identify 
these two species at a distance, head shape is the most useful aspect to notice.  
The Common has a long sloping forehead while the Red-breasted has a quickly 
sloping forehead.  The shape of the head and the forehead create a much 
sleeker look for the Common than the Red-breasted. 

Identifying Mergansers by Eric Ripma  
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