
Andy Johnson is an eighteen year

-old birder from Ann Arbor, 

Michigan.   We first met Andy at 

the Midwest Birding Symposium 

last September.   

 

1. So what got you hooked on 

birds? 
I developed an interest in birds 

and the natural world very early 

on, especially while on hikes on 

family vacations where I noticed 

birds that were different from the 

ones at home.  In early elemen-

tary school, I began learning the 

local birds by perusing Stan 

Tekielaôs Birds of Michigan and 

then by drawing any bird that 

looked cool from the Sibley 

Guide.  My true ñsparkò bird 

came in the summer after 3rd 

grade, when I was visiting my 

grandparents outside Seattle.  Just 

before sunrise one morning, I was 

walking down a pier towards a 

cove ringed with tall, dark pines, 

just visible through a thick bank 

of fog.  Suddenly, just a few 

yards in front of me, an adult 

Bald Eagle pierced the fog just 

over the pier and then vanished a 

moment later.  And what a mo-

ment it was!  Since that fateful 

morning, I have never been a 

normal child. 

 

2. What do your friends think 

about birds? 
My friendsô thoughts on birds 

have been a major source of en-

tertainment over the years.  In 

middle school, bird-watching was 

the epitome of weirdness, but 

kids began to gain respect for 

birding as they got older.  In high 

school, my friends still had no 

real idea of what itôs about (no 

matter how much I try to explain 

it), but people certainly respect 

what I do.  The questions are al-

ways fun though.  First, they 

think Iôm talking about burning 

somethingð ñWhy would you 

like to burn stuff; what do you 

burn anyways?ò  Then, after 

thatôs clarified, itôs always, ñsoé

do you justélikeélook at 

birds?ò  Thatôs a tough question 

to answer.  But yes. And no.  And 

while thatôs usually as far as I get, 

I usually have to listen to a story 

about a bird they saw three weeks 

ago that looked gray, but maybe 

black or brown, and maybe with 

yellow or red on the left (but they 

canôt remember the exact details), 

or a time when their friend got 

pooped on, so they now hate 

birds.  Talking to non-birders is 

laborious, but itôs also a crucial 

part of being a young birder.  Itôs 

important to let people know 

what you love to do. 

 

3. Do you have a favorite bird? 

What makes this bird special? 
My favorite bird tends to depend 

which one Iôm looking at during 

any given moment, but there are 

some general rules that apply.  

For example, it is never a Brown-

headed Cowbird.  Typically, my 

favorite birds are ones that I asso-

ciate with an amazing place or 

memorable experience, not neces-

sarily the most striking ones.  A 

Diademed Sandpiper-plover is 

great not just because it looks 

quite dashing, but also because 

when youôre looking at one, 

youôre in the best place on Earth: 

the high Andes in Peru (not that 

Iôve been there).  But since I 

havenôt seen one of those Andean 

gems, I should mention my love 

of American Dippers on mossy 

rocks in the middle of rushing, 

mountain streams, Swainsonôs 

Thrushes heard singing from a 

canoe in the middle a secluded 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Club Update By Chad Williams 
IYBC Photo Quiz  

 

In each newsletter we will include 

3 photographs for you to try to 

identify.  Everyone who answers 

all 3 correctly will be entered in a 

drawing for a cool birding prize.  

 

The winner of this quiz will win a 

Kaufman Field Guide to Birds of 

North America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a year!  From Eagle Creek Park to Brown County State Park and from 

Garfield Park to Turkey Run State Park.  The IYBC has been travelling the 

state to help educate young people and families on the fascination of watch-

ing birds!  I have been pleasantly surprised at the number of families that 

have been coming to our programs.  There is nothing that brings me more joy 

than to see families interacting in the outdoors.  Even more exciting is that 

we have picked up many new members and supporters to the club along the 

way!  Very exciting!   

 

I would like to also thank all of the IYBC Committee members and IAS 

members that have helped to make the IYBC programs successful!  Thank 

you for all of your extra help! 

Sometimes great wonders are small in size, large in eyes, and feathered!  One 

bird has all three of these characteristics.  For many people itôs a rare thrill to be 

able to hear the gentle, monotonous ñtootingò of the Northern Saw-whet Owlð

let alone get a chance to see one up close!  This owl is named for one of its calls, 

which some say sounds like a saw being whetted (an old-fashioned word that 

means sharpened). 

 

Often quoted in newspapers as the 

ñcutest darn bird in the world,ò Saw

-whet Owls thrive in a world of 

darkness that few people take the 

time to experience.  Their large eyes 

and excellent hearing allow them to 

silently weave through the dense 

forest canopy in search of their pre-

ferred prey, mice.  All of this power 

and might is packed into a tiny bird 

that is about the weight of a robin. 

 

An Indiana birder can spend many years searching out a Saw-whet Owl as they 

migrate through the state in the fall, and again in the spring.  However, farther 

north they are considered one of the most common owls of the boreal forest.  

Mass migrations occur every October through November as literally thousands of 

tiny owls invade Indiana, looking for food and warmer temperatures. 

 

While you can search pine stands for owls from October through April, why not 

try a visit to one of several Saw-whet Owl banding stations set up throughout the 

state?  Saw-whet Owl banding occurs from mid-October through early December 

at many sites.  These banding stations give you an opportunity to see the amazing 

adaptations these owls possess.  Public sites exist south of Indianapolis in the 

Yellowwood State Forest, at the Gilmore Ponds in eastern Indiana, and up along 

Lake Michigan at Indiana Dunes State Park. 

 

Grab a jacket, a lawn chair, and some hot cocoa, and join one of the Indiana sta-

tions this fall and see one of Indianaôs amazing birds! 

 

For more information, you can contact Brad Bumgardner at: 

BBumgardner@dnr.IN.gov  

Native Spotlight:  Northern Saw-whet Owl 
By Brad Bumgardener 

Submit your responses by 

8/31/10 to 

iybc@indianaaudubon.org  

 

Winners will be alerted via 

email and also announced in the 

next newsletter.  Must be 18 

years or younger to be eligible. 
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Congratulations to Jenna P. for 

winning our Winter I.D. Quiz! 

Jenna will be receiving her new 

Field Guide very soon!  The an-

swers were Red-breasted Nut-

hatch, Carolina Wren, and North-

ern Cardinal!  Great Job Jenna! 


